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In October 2014, at the 

request of the Government 

of Sierra Leone, PIH arrived 

in country to support 

emergency relief efforts in 

response to the Ebola 

epidemic. During this time, 

PIH Sierra Leone (PIH-SL) 

aimed to address not only 

the Ebola virus disease, but 

also the challenges to "staff, 

stuff, systems, space, and 

social support" that 

hampered disease 

containment efforts-the 

PIH "5S" approach. 

At the time that PIH arrived in Sierra Leone the public health situation was dire, 

and lives were being lost on a daily basis, sadly, many of them healthcare 

workers. Though Pl H's initial idea was to establish an Ebola Treatment Unit 

(ETU) in rural Kono District, we listened to, and understood the priorities of our 

government partners and PIH went where the need was greatest. The Ministry of 

Health (MOH) needed a clinically strong and reliable team to staff and manage 

the Maforki ETU in Port Loko District. In partnership with the District Health 

Management Team, PIH began working at the 106-bed ETU, focused on reducing 

the spread of infection and high mortality rate. 

Six months later, Pl H's support had reached an additional 15 ETUs across three 

different districts. PIH trained and deployed expat doctors and nurses, and hired 

field staff, including Ebola survivors, to support the fight against Ebola. 
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- Jonathan Lascher, former executive director of PIH Sierra Leone

At the height of the emergency response in January 2015, PIH was supporting 

several facilities-from hospitals and ETUs to small health centers-always 

in close collaboration with the MOH. Though the Ebola epidemic reached its 

plateau by the middle of 2015, PIH had witnessed the devastation that the 

disease had wrecked on communities and the public health system as a 

whole. We recognized that the work had to continue, and PIH Sierra Leone 

(PIH-SL) was born. 

0 











10Year
ANNIVERSARY
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27/29 Sahr Lebbie Street
Koidu Town
Sierra Leone

3 Oliver Street
Freetown

Sierra Leone

https://www.facebook.com/pihsierraleone
https://www.instagram.com/pihsierraleone/

